Draft Minutes for the meeting of the Fimber Parish Council held at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 16th January 2007 in the Village Hall
1]
PRESENT:  P. Leese (Chair), E. Lovatt (Clerk), 

         R. Lambert, J. Megginson, M. Patterson, I. Smith, 

         G. Thompson, M. Walker.  

         No village residents were present.

2]
APOLOGIES: None were received.

3]
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: As no comments on  

         these had been received, they were accepted as correct.

4]
MATTERS ARISING:  

         4 b) Speed Limits:  The signage and road markings 

         installed in the autumn appear to be having an effect. 

         The full impact on traffic will only become apparent in the 

         height of the summer season. Further police speed checks

         are to be requested – to monitor early weekday mornings 

         and Sundays, in particular. A general discussion took place 

         about the suitability of the system as now implemented.

         The next meeting of the Police Liaison Committee is 

         scheduled for 12/02/07, and will be attended by M. Walker  

         who is to invite Sgt. David Jenkins to attend the next 

         meeting of the Parish Council.

         Our Parish link on the E.R.Y.C., Felicity Temple, 

         mentioned the success of our campaign on speed limits 

         through the village in her “Messages for 2007” column in 

         the Driffield Times of 03/01/07.

          4c) StreetScene Works:  

i) Communal Septic Tank:  There has been no more communication about the overflowing of this tank below Cowslip Cottage which serves some 11 properties. Yorkshire Water denies responsibility, claiming it is a Council responsibility only. 

ii) Flooding on roads: The Chairman has emailed Dave England again about this and the other outstanding / uncompleted works from the last round of repair jobs. Most road surfaces suffer some degree of this – at the back of the pond, coming off the field into the dip in Fridaythorpe Road - and some Council members also reported degrading of the verges and movement of gravel causing potholing on the Towthorpe Road. The Chairman will contact Mr. England once again to request some action on these smaller items.

iii) Overhanging Vegetation:  Clerk to post copies of the Leaflet DSO/613 on both notice-boards. Clerk to discuss further with the County Council re use of these leaflets. 

iv) I. Smith is arranging help to cut back tree-line at edge of field opposite to his house, removing root and branch in order to clear the line-of-sight. Other similar sites will be dealt with as the growing season proceeds. This is a process that needs to be carried out in consultation with the Council’s own services. These line-of-sight clearances are particularly important for drivers pulling out of entrances to be able to maintain road safety for all users.                    

v) Neighbourhood Watch: No report was brought 

         Forward. There are now some 8 Police Support 

         Officers active in our area, going around the 

          Villages talking with local people, and 

          consulting with Councils etc. 

vi) Fund-raising events/ Village Social Life:  The 

         date for the Village Hall Committee A.G.M.

          has not yet been set, but the V.H. Committee 

          Chairman hopes to be able to set this quite  

          soon now.  £430 in clear profit was made 

          from the Christmas Draw. The P.C. committee 

          congratulated and thanked M. Walker for her 

          sterling efforts over this, and also her son 

          for getting the printing and production of the

          tickets done at no cost to the V.H. committee. 

          The Chairman reminded the committee that

  2007 would be the 25th anniversary of the opening of the Yorkshire Wolds Way long-distance footpath.  The Village Hall Committee and the Parish Council will consider undertaking a repeat of last year’s successful relay walk of the Wolds Way, probably in June.

          The committee extended its official thanks to 

 Julie French, Human Resources Director of White Space Furniture Ltd (formerly M.F.I. Ltd) for that company’s generous donation of £350 towards village funds. It has been agreed that £250 will go towards the V.H. funds, and £100 towards the Church roof repair fund. The Chairman has written a letter of thanks and appreciation to the company on the Parish Council’s behalf.

5]
  FINANCES, AUDITS and ACCOUNTS:

           i) A discussion took place over the 

           demarcation between the roles of the Clerk 

           and the Treasurer. 

           R. Lambert volunteered to look at 

           all the Council’s financial papers for the last 

           year or so, and endeavour to make good 

           anything that had slipped past the eyes of 

           those who had been good enough to take care 

           of these matters during this time. 

           M. Walker  (one of the signatories to cheque 

           payments), will ensure any outstanding 

           amounts get to the right place.

           It was proposed by I. Smith, and seconded by 

           G. Thompson that the “financial situation” 

           should be a regular item on the Council’s 

           agenda. This was agreed. It was proposed by 

           M. Walker, and seconded by M. Patterson that 

           R. Lambert take an overview role of finance 

           co-ordinator in this respect.

6]
COUNCIL PRECEPT: It was agreed that the current level is adequate for our present needs, bearing in mind that £500 needs to be kept in reserve to cover any ‘contested election’ in the forthcoming process for this Parish Council. There is a need to make an inventory of the items that compose our precept request. A discussion took place comparing this parish’s need with those of neighbouring villages. It was proposed by I. Smith and seconded by M. Patterson that our precept request for the next year be set at £850. 

7]
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: 

A)
Register of Electors as at 01.12.06

B)       from the E.R.Y.C. 

    a]
(22.12.06)  re:    Planning Liaison meetings for January and February 2007 – the clerk to attend as necessary and possible.

     b] (09.01.07) re: Local Paths Partnership Scheme 2007/8 – this P.C. to “express a preliminary interest” by 15th March 2007.

8]
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

  There are various jobs to do for the maintenance 

  of the village now that spring is approaching. 

Church bank, and the area around the pond need cutting back and cleaning up, but these can be left until growth really gets underway.

  It was agreed to have a half-day on Monday 22nd   

  January for cutting back trees etc. from 1 p.m. 

  onwards. 

  It was agreed to try to make more of the village 

  Website, and use it to highlight the Council’s 

  achievements.  As well as putting on the Minutes of 

  its meetings, the Parish Council could do some 

  publicity about social events etc..

  The next Parish Council meeting will be the 

  A.G.M. to take place on 17th April

   The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.
